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ton woman receives DEC's top award 
By Galen P. Murray 
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Erllil! 1,atko of 1,e\visto11 bt>gait 
\r-o~.kirlg in the 1)epartnicrit of 1':itvi- 
ror1111ental C o ~ l s r r v a t i o ~ t ' s  1,ove 
C'nnal ['ublic Inforntation Office in 
>lay 1983, an estrentely volatile 
tirl~e for the I~istory-nlakiitg waste 
Slt 

,. .iecade later. 1,atko has been 
r,amed rec~piertt of the 1)EC.s Itrgll- 
w t  employee award, a reflection of 
11er role as  Iia~sort betueert tlte IIEC 
and a public hungry foi a n s w e ~  s. 

I)EC Commissioner 'Tltoii~as C. 
Jol ling ~ e c e n t l v  prese~ited Latko 
n ~ t h  the Ernest 1'. 'I'tad Aw;trd. 
%ta t~ng  that througlt her dedicatioit, 
c olnp;tsslon and relentless atterttio~t 
to detail, "Elllily Latko itel s o l l ~ f ~ e s  
the best qualrties of the  t l ( a t l ~ t  ;ltctl 
ptlhlrc servants that a l e  1111s depar l -  
lllt311t. * '  

I , a tko ,  wlto t ~ - a ~ t s f q r i ~ t e d  t h e  
Itonie of a (lisplaced residellt i r~to 
lltr I'uhlic lnforlnation Office. saitl 
tltc 'ice was est;~blisltr~d pl-illlal-ily 
to k 2 residents still living in 1,ove 
Canal i~~forlnation about tlitl I.errlc- 
tli;~tion taking place. 

" f ' r o p l e  f ron t  A l b a ~ ~ y  ~ v o u l d  
r.onle i ~ t  evety 111o11tlt o r  SO to  an- 
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WELL D0NE:State DEC Commissioner Thomas C. Jorling, 
left, recently presented Errlily Latko with the Ernest F. Trad 
Award, stating that through her dedication, compassion 
arid relentless attention to detail, "Emily Latko personifies 
the best qualities of the dedicated public servants that are 
this department." 

sn t~ cjuestiol~s," 1,rltko s;titl. Ihrt jour llalists, scientists and tcaclter s 
because of tile volunle of questions, f l  oln ,711 over  tile world c.;lnle o r  , ' r  - I he s t ; ~ t c  clccided to open tlte i l l -  c;lllc(l for altswers itbout wllat w;ts - for 111ntio11 office. " 

l3ecause of the lnagr~itutle of 
I,oi e Cit~lal, Latko said tecltniciatts, 

being done. "Rccause I,ove Canal 
was the  first, tl1t.y ivantc~I to  know 
what tliey could (lo about co~itarlli- 
nation in their owlt a r r m , "  sllr. 

s;tid. 
I,atko, who recently annourtc~t~tl 

her  retirement fro111 stat(. service, 
said she  was el;ttc,tl Itv the a ~ v a r d .  
"I'rn q u i t e  surl)rist,cl alltl quilt .  
pleased," s h e  said. "A lot of ot l t r r  
people had a hand in helpiltg out.  " 

Anita Gabalski,  low wit11 tlie 
s ta te  Departmertt of I l c~a l t l~  in Alt~a-  
~ t y ,  workecl wit11 1,;ltko for six 
years. "Slte is a rem;~rkal)lc intlii 1(1- 
ual," Gabalski said. "She \vas d r ~ l -  
i c a t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a c c u l  a t ? * '  
 info^ illatiort about what happt.rlt>tl 
I,ove Canal." 

1,atko said slte believes the early 
1980s proved the ntost tlifficult pe- 
liod for Itcr at I,ove Canal. 

"Ill 1983 pcoltlc ivcr c Itoslilr a11d 
angry but a s  w e  \ w e  ahit. to  ~ i v e  
tfterrt rrlore irtfor ~rtation, the  Itostlli- 
tp subsided," she said. 'l'here were  
even instances of vanclalisrn a t  t l t t  
office, but notlting fazed lter - not 
ever) the  possible ltealtl~ risk i ) t t s ~ d  
during reittediation. "'l'ltt office 

I,;ttkoVs :~\var  r l  ;tiso rc~c11gr1izc~d 
1tt.1- higI~Iy c~ffic.ic~rtt filing q!.qt(>rr~ for 
tlte thousarlrls of t c , ~ t  I-f>~rllts 2nd rf,-  
ports  cl-eat?(\ tlrrougllo\lt the inye?- 
t i g n t i o r ~  ; t r ~ t l  r - r ~ l ~ e d i : ~ t i c ) t ~  of thp  
1.;111aI. 
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